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Cold war key events gcse

The Cold War is the title given to the period of tension between the two superpowers, the US and the USSR, which dominated international relations for most of the second half of the 20th century. The Cold War is a period of ideological war between the West and the Soviet bloc that lasted about forty-five years. In February 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin held a conference of Jonta. Stalin
implemented harsh measures and imposed severe repression against all those who opposed communist ideology. Germany was divided into three parts and controlled by the US, UK and USSR. The US has used the bomb as a means of coercive diplomacy to deter potential enemies and attacks. The USSR developed its first atomic bomb in 1949. In 1948, U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall
proposed the Marshall Plan. In 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was formed. In 1959, Nikita Khrushchev secretly built nuclear missiles in Cuba. In 1987.M Gorbachev and Reagan agreed to destroy nuclear missiles in both Eastern and Western Europe, as well as to establish a system of reciprocal inspections. In 1989, the fall of the Berlin Wall. Although the Second World War was
undermined by the physical devastation of countries, it did not prevent the rise of a new type of war. Two opposing ideologies dominated the world stage: capitalism of the United States on the one hand and communism of the Soviet Union on the other. The world political scene had to be divided into two main blocs. However, before deepening this topic, it is necessary to highlight the historical events that
led to such fragmentation. Before World War II, the great powers were six: Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Soviet Union and the United States. However, the years of war provoked unresolved physical and psychological distractions: the United States was now the most powerful force in the world, followed immediately by the Soviet Union – despite the enormous human and material losses
it faced (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). The power of the third world was represented by the United Kingdom; whereas the fourth power was France, which was largely humiliated by the German occupation and subsequent cooperation with the enemy during the Vichy regime (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). Germany, on the other hand, was completely destroyed, as was Japan, which had to endure the
atomic bomb attack against Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). In such an uncertain climate, the United States and the Soviet Union had the upper hand to impose their political and social ideologies. In particular, what caused the Cold War was two forces' controversial interpretation of how to protect national borders (Constitutional Rights Foundation 2014). However, the United
Kingdom was particularly determined in the development of the most powerful and higher defence system in order to prevent other countries with nationalist ambitions from imposing their right on other countries (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). At a conference in St. John, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin held an Ionta conference in February 1945 to decide how the war would end. The leaders of the
US, UK and USSR have compromised and cooperated. Throughout the conference, the Soviet Union was able to impose its government on Poland. However, the Americans and the British have decided that they will only allow this if Stalin wants to expand his representativeness and allow free elections (McMahon 2003). Therefore, pro-Soviet countries were recognised in Eastern Europe. Stalin also
demanded that Germany pay $20 million to cover the damage caused by the war. Although Stalin had agreed to the conditions set out at the Yalta conference, he does not respect: in fact, he implemented harsh measures and resorted to severe repression against anyone who opposed communist ideology (McMahon 2003). Therefore, the leader of the USSR introduced his draconic laws in areas such as
Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary. Such reckless behaviour was against what was found during the conference. Potsdam Conference 12 April 1945 Roosevelt died of severe cerebral haemorrhage, and Vice President Harry S. Truman became President of the United States. As a result, the new President Churchill and Stalin joined together in the German city of Potsdam to attend the new conference. The
main objective of the USSR was to weaken Germany so that it would not invade the Soviet Union in the future. For this reason, Germany and Berlin were divided into three parts and controlled by the US, UK and USSR. After the conferences in May 1945, the US bombed Japan using an atomic bomb in both Hiroshima and Nagasaki. However, Stalin misinterpreted the US intention to force Japan to
surrender, looking at it as a way to intimidate Russia. In fact, Stalin claimed that the US actions were nuclear blackmail (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). Because America owned an atomic bomb, Stalin was not for war. However, he thought it was a powerful new factor in international politics (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). In fact, the US has used the bomb as a tool of coercive diplomacy to deter
potential enemies and attacks. In such climates, Stalin also developed the need to acquire atomic bombs. He believed that a third world war was inevitable, as Germany and Japan would try to justify their humiliating defeat by rising to power again (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). For this reason, the USSR developed its first atomic bomb in 1949, and since that day two opposing forces have been involved in
a nuclear arms race that has tested thousands of long, and short-range nuclear ballistic missiles (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). All these weapons were more powerful than the one used by the United States against Japan. Stalin was convinced that communism would gradually replace capitalism in Western Europe, and such ambition frightened Churchill and Truman. Therefore, in March 1946,
the British Prime Minister of the United States gave a speech in which he demonstrated his concern about Stalin's goal of transforming Eastern European countries into communist states (Constitutional Rights Foundation 2014). In addition, the United States reached the same conclusion of Churchill: no one was left behind by the Kremlin's desire to dominate the world (Leffler and Painter ed. 2005). In fact,
the USSR has already imposed its government on Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and East Germany. In addition, the USSR did not want to remove its troops from Iran and aggressively urged Turkey to make some concessions (McMahon 2003). When 1947 England was no longer able to support and defend Greece and Turkey, the United States took advantage of such a decision and committed itself to
protecting the two countries mentioned above in order to prevent Stalin from doing so. Truman also gave a speech employing hyperbolic language and Manichean images (McMahon 2003). He proclaimed: At this time in the history of the world, almost every nation has to choose between alternative ways of life... It must be the United States' policy to support free nations that oppose attempts by armed
minorities to enslave or external pressure (McMahon 2003; quoting Truman). The Marshall Plan in April 1948, US Secretary of State George C. Marshall, proposed a Marshall Plan aimed at (I) helping Europe economically after the destruction of the war; and II) to defend it against communist ambitions and development. It should be noted that communism has become more and more accepted in European
countries: in fact, the message of Marxist-Leninism has appealed to many people of different nationalities (even the United States has become interested in communist doctrine). As a natural consequence, Stalin was not satisfied with such a plan and regarded it as a threat to the spread of his communist regime (Constitutional Rights Foundation 2014). A new world order was formed by Canada, the US
and other Western European countries in 1949 by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO): its aim was to establish an alliance of military defences (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). Stalin, on the other hand, founded the Warsaw Pact, an alliance of military defences made up of Eastern European countries. By the end of the 1940s, Europe was divided: Germany was divided in West
Germany , which was democratic and independent; and East Germany – Communist (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). Cold War in the rest of the world cold war not limited to the US and Europe. In fact, it covered most of the world. In 1949, the USSR won the Chinese Civil War: as a result, Communist Mao Tse-Tungui was given power, and nationalist Chiang Kai-Shek was forced into exile. In
1959, it was Cuba's turn to become communist, and despite the US attempt to overthrow the government, Fidel Castro led the revolution. Since Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev thought the US was going to destroy their communist government, he secretly built nuclear missiles in Cuba (Constitutional Rights Foundation 2014). When Kennedy demanded Cuba remove the missiles, the president faced a
negative response and therefore threatened to launch a missile attack against Turkey (near the Soviet Union). Khrushchev was therefore obliged to comply with the US request. After the Cuban missile crisis began and until 1979, the period of détante (i.e. relaxation) began, until Brezhnev sent Soviet troops to the hot war in Afghanistan to rescue the Communist regime, fighting the Muslim insurgents
(Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). President Carter firmly believed that the Communist had acted in such a way as to gain control of the oil-rich Gulf region. When Ronald Reagan became president in 1980, he attacked the Soviet Union by launching an aggressive foreign policy and defining the Soviet regime as an evil empire. He therefore provided assistance to non-Communists in places such as
Nicaragua and Afghanistan. When in 1984 Reagan was re-elected, he said he wanted to negotiate with the USSR. At the same time, Gorbachev did not deny the economic weakness of the Soviet Union. In fact, most of their investment was focused on the development of weapons, missiles, satellites, etc. In 1987.M Gorbachev and Reagan agreed to destroy nuclear missiles in both Eastern and Western
Europe, as well as to establish a system of peer-review (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2014). One of the most famous symbols of the Cold War is undoubtedly the Berlin Wall, which has recapited the division of Europe and the two blocs. On 9 November 1989, both East and West Berliners destroyed the border. Bibliography: [1.] Foundation of Constitutional Rights (2014). Cold War: How did it start?
How's it over? [online] Available from: [2.] Leffler, M.P. and Painter, D.S. (2005 ed. The origins of the Cold War. New York, London: Routledge [3.] McMahon, R. (2003). Cold War: A very brief introduction. United States: Oxford University press video sources: [1.] 28Churchill%2C_Roosevelt%2C_Stalin%29_%28B%26W%29.jpg [2.] 2C_July_1945.jpg [4.] [5.]
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